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Identity of Fundamental Doctrine
“No one who has not practised during 

his whole life, the ten virtues which the 
divine Manu makes incumbent as a duty, 
can be initiated into the Mysteries of the 
council," say the Hindu books of initi
ation.

These virtues are: “Resignation ; the act 
of rendering good for evil; temperance; 
probity; purity; chastity; repression of 
the physical senses; the knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures; that of the Superior soul 
(spirit); worship of truth; abstinence 
from anger.” These virtues must alone 
direct the life of a true Yogi. “No un
worthy adept ought to defile the ranks of 
the holy initiates by his presence for 
twenty-four hours.” The adept becomes 
guilty after having once broken any one 
of these vows. Surely the exercize of 
such virtues is inconsistent with the idea 
one has of devil-worship and lascivious
ness of purpose!

And now we will try to give a clear 
insight into one of the chief objects of 
this work. What we desire to prove is, 
that underlying every ancient popular 
religion was the same ancient wisdom
doctrine, one and identical, professed and 
practised by the initiates of every country, 
who alone were aware of its existence and 
importance. To ascertain its origin, and 
the precise age in which it was matured, 
is now beyond human possibility. A 
single glance, however, is enough to as
sure one that it could not have attained 

the marvellous perfection in which we find 
it pictured to us in the relics of the various 
esoteric systems, except after a succes
sion of ages. A philosophy so profound, 
a moral code so ennobling, and practical 
results so conclusive and so uniformly 
demonstrable is not the growth of a gene
ration, or even a single epoch. Fact must 
have been piled upon fact, deduction upon 
deduction, science have begotten science, 
and myriads of the brightest human intel
lects have reflected upon the laws of na
ture, before this ancient doctrine had 
taken shape. The proofs of this identity 
of fundamental doctrine in the old relig
ions are found in the prevalence of a sys
tem of initiation; in the secret sacerdotal 
castes who had the guardianship of mys
tical words of power, and a public display 
of a phenomenal control over natural 
forces, indicating association with pre
ternatural beings. Every approach to 
the Mysteries of all these nations was 
guarded with the same jealous care, and 
in all, the penalty of death was inflicted 
upon initiates of any degree who divulged 
the secrets entrusted to them. We have 
seen that such was the case in the Eleu
sinian and Bacchic Mysteries, among the 
Chaldean Magi, and the Egyptian Hiero
phants; while with the Hindus, from 
whom they were all derived, the same rule 
has prevailed from time immemorial.

—Isis Unveiled, ii. 98-99.
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THE LIVES OF THE 
CHRISTS

THE VIRGIN BIRTH
Continued from page 5

It is difficult to deal with any of the 
characters in the Greek myths without 
going into these stories more fully—and 
that is beyond the scope of these articles. 
However, a partial explanation is perhaps 
necessary here. The Over-Lord, Zeus is 
the Life, the Breath, the Fire of the Cos
mos. The inner Zeus is the life principle 
which awakens into activity the faculties 
of man. It is, therefore, the ‘Father’ 
which impregnates negative or quiescent 
potentialities, and thus creates many 
‘Children.’ This seems a far more reason
able and likely interpretation than that 
given literal translators who insist upon 
regarding Zeus as a profligate Lothario.

Hermes, the son of Zeus and Maia is 
the messenger of the gods. He is Mer
cury (Buddhi) and the faculty within 
which initiates Prometheus, the Ego, as 
he lies crucified on Caucasus. The eman
cipation of Prometheus is the eleventh 
labor of Hercules and his twelfth is the 
regaining of his own kingdom.

Tammuz of Babylon (Adonis) the “only 
son” of Ea is regarded as having been 
born of the Virgin Istar. She is repre
sented with the Divine Child in her arms, 
her head surrounded with a halo and 
crowned with twelve stars. The birth 
took place on the day corresponding to 
December 25th in our calendars.

Atys or Attis, worshipped in Phrygia, 
was called the only begotten son. His 
mother Nana, was a virgin who conceived 
by placing in her bosom a ripe almond or 
pomegranate. This is an interesting ref
erence as the pomegranate is one of the 
fruits mentioned in other religious sys
tems and apparently has to do with the 
‘butterfly body’ or the body of the Resur
rection, meshed in the physical vehicle. 
The release of this body from the folds 
of denser matter is as difficult as the re
moval of the ‘mesh of the pomegranate 
from the fruit’.

Before passing on to follow this legend 
in other lands it might be well to mention 

at this point two other great teachers, 
whom, although not commonly regarded 
as Redeemers, were, nevertheless, Light 
Bearers and carried the fire of Spiritual 
insight to their fellow men some hundred 
of years before the date of the reputed 
birth of Jesus Christ. Socrates and Pyth
agoras were both said to be born of vir
gins having gods and not men as their 
fathers. And of Socrates it is told that 
wise men came from the East to visit him 
bringing the customary gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.

The ancient legends of Ireland remind 
one very much of those of Greece. There 
is the same atmosphere of golden light 
in which the characters move, the same 
grandeur and strength, the same ming
ling of the gods and heroes. Different 
accounts are given of the birth of Lug 
Lam Fadan, one of the central figures 
but the best attested is that which makes 
him the son of the god Cian and the maid
en Ethne, the daughter of Balor. It was 
believed that a son of Ethne was to kill 
her father and Balor therefore shut her 
up in an inaccessible place. But despite 
his precautions, Ethne gave birth to three 
children, whom Balor threw into the sea. 
One of them, Lug, was rescued and 
brought up by foster parents. He lived 
to slay Balor by piercing his single eye 
with a red hot iron.

The Druids of Britain had the legend 
of Hesus born of his virgin mother May
ence. December 25th was the date of 
important festivals connected with the 
religion of the time and was also held to 
be the birthday of Jao Wapaul.

The story of Baldur the Beautiful, the 
White Christ is the Scandinavian set
ting for another presentation of the 
Drama. Baldur was the son of Odin, the 
All Father, conceived of Frigga.

America has at least two of these tra
ditions which bear a remarkable resem
blance to the Christian Story. Each of 
them formed the central idea in religious 
systems which flourished among the an
cient inhabitants of this continent ages 
before Columbus ‘discovered’ it. Arch
eological research among the sites of 
these ancient civilizations has as yet only 
succeeded in unearthing from the jungles 
a few of the larger cities. Students of 
comparative religion will watch the re-
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results of these efforts with great interest. 
The interpretation of the hieroglyphics 
will doubtless throw much additional 
light on the religious systems of these 
former civilizations and if one may judge 
from the available evidence there is ample 
reason to believe that America will 
give to the world a very complete story 
of these two great figures.

Quetzalcoatl, who came to the Aztecs, 
was born at the time of the winter sol
stice. The story of his birth as reported 
in Kingsborough’s ‘Mexican Antiquities’ 
reads; “an ambassador was sent from 
heaven to a Virgin of Tulan, called Chim
alman....... announcing that it was the will 
of the God that she should conceive a 
son; and having delivered her the mes
sage he arose and left the house; and as 
soon as he had left it she conceived a 
son, without connexion with man. who 
was called Quetzalcoatl, who they say 
is the god of the air.” It is explained 
that the word Quetzalcoatltopitzin means 
“our well-beloved son.”

Bacab was the name of an ancient 
Saviour of Yucatan who was born of his 
virgin mother Chiribirias. The Peru
vians acknowledged a trinity in unity and 
worshipped Racab, the figure therein 
corresponding to the Son in Christian 
theology.

This completes the first section of this 
series of articles. We have seen in our 
examinations so far that the tradition 
of the virgin birth is to be found all over 
the earth—that it is the universally ac
cepted phenomenon accompanying the ap
pearance of a great Teacher. And when 
we realize that to many a Holy Mother 
there came an Annunciation; that many 
bands of wise men were lead by stars 
to cradles of Holy Infants ; that shepherds 
of Palestine, Greece, India, China, praised 
and adored the Child who came to them; 
that angels sang over their lowly resting 
places in many lands; that in most of the 
stories some cruel king or opposer desires 
the death of the child, who is to usurp 
his place, we are confirmed in our belief 
that the story is not unique and that it 
does not belong to any one race or coun
try. There have been many of such ap
pearances and as the Gita teaches the 
Saviours have been with the race since 

the beginning and will come again until 
the end of time.

......................... When righteousness
Declines, O Bharata, when wickedness 
Is strong, I rise, from age to age and 

take
Visible shape, and move a man with 
men,
Succouring the good, thrusting evil back 
And setting Virtue on her seat again.
The old ideas that have ruled the world 

of religious thought for so long are slowly 
changing and giving place to a vision 
of an eternally-pure, redemptive spirit in 
man—not a product of any country or of 
any age—which ever inspires individuals 
to seek the Christ principle in their own 
hearts; to listen for the Annunciation; to 
wait patiently during the long and holy 
silence of preparaion; to guard and pre
serve the first manifestation of that Splen
did One; to kneel in prayer and offer gifts 
of the gold of learning, the incense of 
devotion and the myrrh of renunciation, 
when that redeemer sets out on its final 
task—the building of the bridge over the 
gulf lying between the personality and 
the All-Self.

Dudley W. Barr. 
* * *

TOLERANT AND MAGNANIMOUS
The seeker for wisdom should break 

away from all fixed opinions and creeds, 
and rejoice in perfect freedom of thought. 
His mind is likened to a fawn that is 
joyous after having avoided the nets and 
outspeeded the hounds of the hunters. 
But he should be magnanimous, and be 
tolerant toward those who would compel 
him to accept their narrow religious 
views and unfounded theories. He should 
be like a warrior who, having rendered 
his foe defenceless, refrains from striking 
a final blow. In the slow course of evolu
tion, ignorance, false faiths and unfaiths, 
will vanish; for Divine Wisdom is the 
compelling and guiding force of evolution. 
And he who seeks to gain that wisdom, 
and thereby enter into the eternal peace 
of the spiritual life, must be diligent in 
the perfective work; for, of those who 
strive for it, many are they who fail.

—James Pryse in “The Adorers of 
Dionysus, p. 42.
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LETTERS THAT MAY HELP YOU
No. 2.

Friend..................
Examining the other statement, we 

shall find that it asserts that “MAN” is 
not only what the materialist says he is 
physically, but also consists of something 
the physical instruments of the material
ist cannot see, weigh or measure, viz: 
that which we call “spiritual;” that man 
consists not only of matter, but also of 
spirit; some saying that spirit is the more 
important of the two, others asserting that 
the two (spirit and matter) are co-equal, 
that they are the two opposite poles of 
the same thing. We can, for the moment 
leave this phase of the question for fu
ture consideration.

There is one significant FACT that I 
want you to bear in mind and to remem
ber, for opinions formed and hypotheses 
deduced from this FACT will have far- 
reaching effects in our argument as we 
progress. This is why I ask you particu
larly to note this first FACT. It is this:

Materialists and atheists assert that the 
universe is ruled according to LAW.

Nature asked the same questions under 
the same conditions will always give the 
same answer. It must be evident to 
everyone that if it did not, we should 
have a state of chaos. Two and two make 
four, four and four make eight; those 
quantities give the same result today 
just as they did yesterday, and as they will 
tomorrow. They give the same result 
anywhere and everywhere outside a luna
tic asylum. So with other things. If two 
and two made four yesterday, and today 
make five, and tomorrow four and a half, 
we should have absolutely no basis on 
which to build our mathematics, our 
science, and all the other things we use 
as bases for the ordering of our existence.

Here are some quotations from leading 
materialists:—

“The energies working in matter work, 
so far as our observation extends, ac
cording to immutable laws, which never 
vary”—Th : Moldenhauer.
“Natural laws are immutable—they 
must be regarded as being eternal as 
matter and as Nature itself”—Buchner. 

“—in the whole universe not an atom 
moves except by law”—Du Prel.
“Everywhere” says G. H. Schneider 
“we observe only immutable laws and 
blindly working causes ."
Note the words I have italicized, and 

then try to figure out how it is possible 
for “blindly working causes” to produce 
a Shakspere, a Michel Angelo, a Beeth
oven, a Father Damien, and a Buddha, 
not to say anything of a planet, a sun, 
or a solar system. It would be interest
ing to have a materialist tell us how 
LAWS can be evolved by “blindly work
ing causes.” Unfortunately, I have no 
knowledge of any such data given by any 
materialist. I have sought eagerly for 
such data for over forty years, but my 
search has, so far, been unsuccessful.

I give the above quotations so as to 
show you that atheists as well as 
theists assert that the universe is 
ruled according to LAW. It must be ob
vious that if our universe were not ruled 
by LAW, we should have absolutely no 
basis on which to work; all our work 
would indeed be done blindly, for we 
should never be sure of getting the re
sults we aimed at. Life under such con
ditions would be the most cruel hell pos
sible.

We may, I think, take it for granted 
that for once the materialist is correct. 
What the atheist-materialist will not 
grant is the need or existence of a Law- 
Maker:—GOD.

As the arguments against the existence 
of GOD are about even with those in 
favour of His existence; as it is impos
sible for a part—and an exceedingly small 
part—to know or cognize the whole; and 
as to my mind the arguing on the question 
is something like a microbe on the Wash
ington monument saying that while he 
can see the builder’s handiwork, yet as 
it cannot see the builder it refuses to be
lieve in his existence. I think we need 
not waste time arguing either for or 
against the existence of God. We can 
be content to admit that the building 
up of the smallest flowering plant 
which achieves daily the miracle of

Digitized by Edm. Theos. Soc.



THE CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST
transforming (so-called) inorganic min
erals into organic vegetable cells, which 
in turn make leaves and flowers of vary
ing colours and exquisite perfumes, dis
plays POWER and KNOWLEDGE and 
WISDOM that far, very very far trans
cends our puny powers, and when we try 
to realize that this UNKNOWN 
POWER builds universes, suns, planets 
with the wealth of varied forms and spec
ies of minerals, plants, animals and hu
mans, we must humbly confess our total 
inability to cope with the problem of cog
nizing that POWER except as it is dis
played in some of its simplest forms and 
manifestations.

As a rough analogy, let us consider a 
watch with its mechanism.

Every part of that watch, even to its 
smallest cog on the smallest wheel, is 
so built and adjusted that it will do what 
is desired, viz: to keep time. If any one 
of the parts of that watch has to carry 
more than it was intended to carry, the 
equal distribution of strain is disturbed 
and the watch will not keep time, and 
may stop.

Can watches be made so that they will 
keep correct time? As far as it is hu
manly possible, watches have been and 
are made to keep what may be called 
“correct time;” the deviation from the 
absolute being infinitesimal. To make 
that possible, the various parts of that 
watch must have only their allotted por
tion of work to do, hence we have a law 
of balance and justice between the various 
parts of that watch; if there were not this 
law of balance and justice, the watch 
would not keep time, and would prob
ably stop; anyway, its movements would 
be more or less erratic.

Let us apply this analogy to what we 
know of our universe and manifested life.

You are probably aware that what we 
call “stars” are in reality suns, most of 
them being very much larger than the 
sun of our own solar system. You are 
probably also aware that the distances 
of those stars from us are so great that 
astronomers, instead of using the mile 
as a basis for calculating those distances, 
use as a unit what they term a “light 
year.”

As light travels at the rate of about 
186,000 miles in one second of time, that 

rate is multiplied by the number of sec
onds in a year of 365 days, giving the 
distance in miles light travels in that 
period of time. That distance—which 
you can work out for yourself—is called 
a “light-year,” and is the unit—the yard
stick, as it were—the astronomer uses 
when measuring the distance in stellar 
space.

Measured with this yard-stick, we find 
that the nearest star to us (Alpha Centauri 
—“A” in the Southern Constellation of 
the Centaur) is about 3¾ years (light- 
years) away from us; that is, its light 
takes 3¾ years to reach us!

When one realizes that it takes only 
8 minutes for our sun’s light to reach us ; 
that this Alpha Centauri sun is the near
est star to us; when we remember that 
there are stars—which are flaming suns 
—so far from us that their light takes 
thousands of years to reach us; that there 
are stars so far distant that the eye look
ing through our most powerful telescope 
fails to see them, and we only know of 
their being there because they leave the 
imprint of their light on the telescope’s 
photographic plate, the immensity of our 
known (?) universe, and the grandeur of 
the UNSEEN POWER underlying these 
phenomena begin to dawn upon our con
sciousness.

When we ask an astronomer whether 
he can tell where any of these particular 
stars or planets will be, say twelve months 
hence, he can point to the spot on his 
star-map that star or planet will occupy 
at that particular time. He can do more 
than that. He can tell us that in a cer
tain year a certain comet entered our field 
of vision, passed around our sun, and then 
went off into unknown space where even 
the photographic plate cannot catch the 
imprint of its light. If he is asked re
garding its possible return, he can tell 
us that, barring unknown and unforeseen 
circumstances, that particular comet will 
return to our solar system at such and 
such a time in such and such a year. 
Astronomers have done this with such 
success that the error of their calculations 
(due to unforeseen causes) have amount
ed to only seconds of time; a very close 
approach to infallibility.

The astronomer is able to do this be
cause he is aware that LAW governs the
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movements of those stars, planets, comets, 
etc.; and he can predict the position of 
those heavenly bodies with what amounts 
almost to infallibility because he knows 
that he can rely on that LAW.

Now let us carry the analogy of the 
watch into this problem of ours.

Just as in the instance of the watch 
we have the same LAW of BALANCE, 
the same LAW of JUSTICE in all the 
parts of this bigger watch—the universe, 
for if we had not, the whole combination 
would go to the “demnition bow-wows 
instead of the stars, planets and comets 
keeping time and keeping their engage
ments to be on the spots indicated by the 
astronomer, we should have a state of 
chaos and anarchy.

Again, considering that LAW rules the 
movements of these immense suns, plan
ets, etc., it is but logical to suppose and 
believe that LAW also rules the little 
microbes and bugs we call human beings 
who occupy such an insignificant position 
on one of the smallest of these planets; 
for if the LAW governs the whole it 
must necessarily govern the parts, 
seeing that the parts combined make 
the whole.

If you can find any flaw in this reason
ing, I beg you to let me know of it so 
that I may try to answer your objections.

It is possible that you may interject a 
question here, viz:—“Are watches made 
absolutely perfect, and do they keep 
absolutely correct time?” The answer is, 
“No.” “Then”—you may say—the 
analogy of the watch does not absolutely 
apply to the universe.” To which the 
answer is, “Yes.” And for this reason— 
The Great Teachers who are responsible 
for 'statement number two’ (the material
istic statement being number one) tell 
us that the stars, planets, comets, etc. 
which we see with our physical eyes are 
only the physical bodies of Beings pos
sessing consciousness, and who are not 
(at their own stage of development) 
perfect any more than we are perfect at 
our stage of development; which means 
that the whole universe is developing and 
evolving.

Thus enters into our calculations the 
factor known as “Freewill within limits;” 

which, by the way, is the "nigger in the 
woodpile.’

Physicists tell us that our Earth does 
not turn on its axis in an absolutely even 
rotation; it wobbles in about ten dis
tinct directions. The physical body we 
call the Earth is made up of combinations 
of consciousnesses different from the con
sciousness of the Being that ensouls the 
physical Earth; just as our physical body 
is made up of combinations of conscious
nesses (which the medical profession calls 
microbes, bacilli, etc.) that are different 
from the consciousness of the real inner 
soul-man that ensouls, and which should 
govern, our physical body.

To avoid losing sight of the thread of 
our main theme, we shall examine this 
"joker’ of ""Freewill within limits” in a 
separate letter.

With my best wishes,
Yours,

Aseka.
(To be continued) 

* * *
""MODERN APOSTLES

AND PSEUDO MESSIAHS”
The subject of apostles and Messiahs was 

very prominent in the early days of the Theo
sophical Society. It is dealt with in a tren
chant manner in Lucifer, for July 1890. At 
this period of publication, the names of H.P.B. 
and A. Besant appeared on the title page as 
editors, and the article, from which the follow
ing extracts were taken, was published under 
their authority, and truly reflects a Theosoph
ical concept on this subject.

If Theosophy had done nothing else, 
it would have made a demand on human 
gratitude in placing the truth and false
hood of these psychic experiences, unfold
ments, or delusions as the case might be, 
plainly before the people, and explaining 
their rationale. It showed a plane of man
hood, and proved it unassailably to a num
ber of persons, which transcends any pow
ers or capacities of the inspirational psy
chic who may imagine himself or herself 
to be a messenger to the world at large. 
It placed personal purity on a level which 
barred out nine-tenths of these claimants 
from all thought of their presumed inher
itance, and showed that such a condition 
of purity, far transcending any popular 
ideal of such virtue, was the absolute 
and all-essential basis of spiritual insight 
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and attainment. It swept the ground 
from under the feet of those poor men 
and women who had been listening to 
the so-called messages from the angels, 
that they were the chosen of heaven, and 
were to accomplish world-wide missions. 
The Joan of Arcs, the Christs, the Budd
has, the Michaels, were fain to see truths 
that they had not dreamed of, and gifts 
they had never possessed, exercised in 
silence and with potent force by men 
whose names were unknown even to his
tory, and recognized only by hidden dis
ciples, or their peers. Something higher 
was placed before the sight of these eager 
reformers than fame : it was truth. Some
thing higher than the most purified union 
between even one man and one woman 
in the most spiritual of sympathies, was 
shown; it was the immortal union of the 
soul of man with God. Wherever Theo
sophy spreads, there it is impossible for 
the deluded to mislead, or the deluded 
to follow. It opens a new path, a forgot
ten philosophy which has lived through 
the ages, a knowledge of the psychic na
ture of man, which reveals alike the true 
status of the Catholic saint, and the spirit
ualistic medium the Church condemns. 
It gathers reformers together, throws 
light on their way, and teaches them how 
to work towards a desirable end with 
most effect, but forbids any to assume 
a crown or sceptre, and no less delivers 
from a futile crown of thorns. Mesmer
isms and astral influences fall back, and 
the sky grows clear enough for higher 
light. It hushes the “Lo here! and lo 
there!” and declares the Christ, like the 
kingdom of heaven, to be within. It 
guards and applies every aspiration and 
capacity to serve humanity in any man, 
and shows him how. It overthrows the 
giddy pedestal, and safely cares for the 
human being on solid ground. Hence, in 
this way, and in all other ways, it is 
the truest deliverer and saviour of our 
time.

To enumerate the various “Messiahs” 
and their beliefs and works would fill 
volumes. It is needless. When claims 
conflict, all, on the face of it, cannot be 
true. Some have taught less error than 
others. It is almost the only distinction. 
And some have had fine powers imperil
led and paralysed by leadings they did 
not understand.

Of one thing, rationally-minded people, 
apart from Theosophists, may be sure. 
And that is, service for humanity is its 
all-sufficient reward; and that empty jars 
are the most resonant of sound. To know 
a very little of the philosophy of life, of 
man’s power to redeem wrongs and to 
teach others, to perceive how to thread 
the tangled maze of existence on this 
globe, and to accomplish aught of lasting 
and spiritual benefit, is to annihilate all 
desire or thought of posing as a heaven
sent saviour of the people. For a very 
little self-knowledge is a leveller indeed, 
and more democratic than the most ultra
radical can desire. The best practical 
reformers of the outside abuses we have 
known, such as slavery, deprivation of the 
rights of woman, legal tyrannies, oppres
sions of the poor, have never dreamed of 
posing as Messiahs. Honour, worthless 
as it is, followed them unsought, for a tree 
is known by its fruits, and to this day 
“their works do follow them.”

With the advent of Theosophy, the 
Messiah-craze surely has had its day, 
and sees its doom. For if it teaches, or 
has taught, one thing more plainly than 
another, it is that the “first shall be last, 
and the last first.” And in the face of 
genuine spiritual growth, and true illum
ination, the Theosophist grows in power 
who most truly befriends and helps his 
fellows, while he becomes the most hum
ble, the most silent, the most guarded of 
men.

Saviours to their race, in a sense, have 
lived and will live. Rarely has one been 
known. Rare has been the occasion when 
thus to be known has been either exped
ient or possible. Therefore, fools alone 
will rush in “where angels fear to tread.”

* * *

Ambition is the first curse, the great 
tempter of the man who is rising above 
his fellows. It is the simplest form of 
looking for reward. Men of intelligence 
and power are led away from their higher 
possibilities by it continually. Yet it is 
a necessary teacher. Its results turn to 
dust and ashes in the mouth; like death 
and estrangement it shows the man at last 
that to work for self is to work for disap
pointment.

—Light on the Path.
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THEOSOPHY

The triune Soul of the Cycles
The greatest cause of the many spirit

ual and mental misunderstandings among 
members of the Theosophical Society is 
the failure to grasp in a clear and vital 
manner what a cycle is, or rather what 
the nature and Law of THE Cycle, the 
archetype of all cycles, big or small, in
organism. The cycle may last as long 
as a manvantara, or as brief as a century 
or the seven-year period of a man’s life 
—still the progress of events, as long as 
events are considered as abstract symbols 
of impersonal relations, is never funda
mentally altered. Cycles are short or 
long; the Law of Cyclicity is changeless; 
in the same way in which circles are 
small or big, yet the proportion pi re
mains ever permanent. This pi is there
fore the absolute truth of the cycle, its 
changeless principle; knowing and under
standing it we come in contact with the 
realm of Immutability.................... with
THEOSOPHY.

Theosophy in its deepest and eternal 
aspect is the pi of the Cosmos, the LAW. 
It is so as a philosophy, as Absolute Wis
dom, Changeless Knowledge: Dzyu in 
Thibetan. It can no more change than 
the proportion pi can ever be modified. 
This proportion measures the relation of 
diameter (or radius) to circumference, 
that is of the creative impulse to the or
ganism in space filled by this impulse, 
trinsically are. Should we think in terms 
of cycles instead of in terms of person
alities, divine or human as may be the 
case, much confusion would have been 
avoided; for the proper place of events 
in relation to the beginning and end of 
cycles, as well as the proper relation of 
personalities and their messages to the 
same cycles would have been revealed 
in the light of evidence based upon uni
versal facts.

We have touched upon these subjects 
in two preceding* articles, but recent hap
penings have made it important that an 
insistent light be thrown upon the very 
same topics.

Cycles are units of organization in 
time, as living organisms are units of or
ganization in space. A cycle is that per
iod of time during which a unity of con

sciousness, a monad, differentiates from 
the bosom of cosmic substance, grows, 
matures, and is reabsorbed into the One. 
An organism is the composite mass of 
substance which serves as a vehicle to 
the unfolding monad. Whether the mon
ad is the informing principle of a solar 
system, an animal, a human ego, an 
atom, or a collective Human Race, 
does not effect the Law of unfolding 
and likewise Theosophy establishes the 
Law of relationship between the Unit of 
consciousness (the monad) and the uni
verse of substance which it informs.

Thus in its totality Theosophy is tri
une ; for it is a philosophy (a Law of re
lationship—Auric Egg), a basis of activ
ity for the monad (Practical Occultism— 
Atma-Manas), a basis of organization of 
the monad’s (Civilization — Manas- 
Buddhi).

As a philosophy Theosophy is un
changeable and permanent. It is the 
truth of the entire cycle, from the largest 
Cycle to small sub-cycles. The first phase 
of all cycles is the involutionary stage, 
when the Original Impulse descends in
to matter, when the monad incarnates 
deeper and deeper. This is the time for 
Practical Occultism, the summons made 
to the spiritual souls to incarnate by the 
magic of real meditation and the power 
of occult chelaship. It is the time when 
“gods walk among men”..................or
correspond with them, sending thus their 
magnetism; when they therefore clothe 
themselves in personalities.

The second phase is the evolutionary 
phase, when the informed substance is 
raised to spiritual sublimation by the 
power of the incarnated Idea ; when the 
heterogeneous tends towards the homoge
neous condition: Nirvana. The work to 
be accomplished is then the work of Civ
ilization. The lives within the magic 
circle of the monadic descent must be or
ganized into a form reflecting the Arche
typal Form of the Monad-Idea. The dif
ferentiated organism must be made into 
the likeness of its father: Space. In other 
words collectivities, be they social or cel
lular, must be civilized. The Glorified 
Body must be built, the Temple of 
Solomon.

The inspirer alike of the work of prac
tical occultism and of the work of civilization 
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zation is the Philosophy. Therefore in 
order that this Philosophy be ever-mani
fest during the whole of the Cycle (we 
might say in order that the circle does 
not become an ellipse or a parabola and 
disintegrate altogether), this Philosophy 
must be PRESERVED in its integrity. 
This is obviously the mission, especially 
at present, of what is known as the White 
Lodge, the Company of the Keepers of 
the Records, the Safe where is locked the 
Formula of Change for this earthly cycle. 
Should the Formula be lost and the mem
ory of it vanish from the souls of men, 
the cycle would run swiftly towards its 
disintegration. It would become SOUL
LESS.

The next thing to realize is how cor
ruption sets in the life of the cycle and 
evil appears. It is probably correct to 
say that the basic source of all evil is 
the spiritual selfishness which makes one 
refuse to give out the Philosophy when 
Nature (which “unaided failed”) calls 
for it. When spiritual Souls, “jealous of 
their intellectual freedom,” (see Secret 
Doctrine II. 228) hoard as it were spirit
ual energy for the sake of self, and com
mit thus the great sin against Compas
sion, “the Law of LAWS—eternal Har
mony . . . the light of everlasting right 
and fitness of all things” (Voice of 
Silence p. 73), then karmic results are 
produced as follows:

During the involutionary period the 
centrifugal forces are naturally at work, 
the One becoming the Many; which 
means that life works towards self-di
vision. But as the bottom of the cycle 
is reached the centripetal forces begin to 
predominate, the tide turns. The Many 
are re-becoming the One. Attraction 
rules instead of separation. But where
as the compassionate Souls of old suc
ceed in drawing their vehicles towards 
the condition of oneness (brotherhood), 
the Procrastinaters and Selfish by the 
very inertia of their deed of separative
ness are pushed further on this line of 
separativeness. The tide has turned, but 
they go on the old way; or rather the 
then predominating forces of attraction 
work on them also, but, the attractive 
pole for them is not the Conscious posi
tive pole of Being, but the unconscious 
negative pole; avitchi instead of nirvana, 

unconscious annihilation in Matter in
stead of conscious reabsorption in Spirit.

Thus the involutionary work of the first 
period of the cycle, Practical Occultism, 
became perverted. While the compas
sionate Souls are beginning the work of 
Civilization under the guidance of Di
vine Kings who are teaching them arts, 
sciences, letters etc., the selfish ones keep 
repeating the occult calls, but now to 
shadows instead of realities. Active medi
umship takes the place of spiritual chela
ship, the false astral realms of the real 
spiritual world; the substitution being 
mostly an unconscious one, by virtue of 
the change of polarity having taking 
place in them, the negative pole having 
become in almost complete likeness the 
image of the positive.

This period in the manvantaric cycle 
corresponds to the middle point of the 
Atlantean Race, the bottom of the cycle, 
when the Black and the White Magics 
faced one another. While the true work 
of Civilization was in progress in Atlantis 
(spiritward attraction), the matterward 
tension brought about the negative sha
dow of practical occultism and organized 
religions were born, which, in the very 
words of Mahatma K.H. constitute “the 
greatest, the chief cause of nearly two- 
thirds of the evils that pursue humanity 
even since that cause became a power.”

In our small centurial cycle with which 
the present Theosophical Movement is 
connected the year 1875 corresponds to 
the middle of the Third Root-Race when 
the Sons of the Flame, the GREAT 
BEING, the Holy Tree of Wisdom, in
carnated; 1900 to the early Atlantean 
Race, 1925 to the Middle Atlantean Race.

Now as then the great work to be ac
complished is the work of Civilization. 
Whereas fifty years ago what was most 
needed were true chelas, now, at least in 
the plane of action, civilizers are essen
tially wanted, inspired seers who are 
able to perceive cultural Archetypes, to 
go, as Goethe bids us, to the realm of 
the Mothers, contemplate Platonic Ideas, 
and having seen, WORK toward the man
ifestation of the true New Jerusalem on 
earth. This however will never be done 
fully unless the potential seer STUD
IES at first the Philosophy, in its pure 
and unadulterated condition. And this
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must be macle possible. Therefore the 
two great branches of the Theosophical 
Movement at present ought to be consti
tuted by those who keep burning the 
sacred flame of the Philosophy, which is 
the Immutable Truth of the cycle (the 
Preservers)—and those who act as 
Fathers of the civilization-to-be.

And both are essentially one, as Vishnu 
and Brahma are one, spurred on by the 
fire of Shiva to become as Brahman, as 
the Cycle itself.

Zahaz D. Rudhyar. 
Jan. 15, 1926 N.Y.* * *

A FIRST IMPRESSION
One’s first impression of Theosophy is 

not that its teachings are all entirely 
new, but that they embody many of the 
things which one has believed for years 
but never expressed.

Theosophy really changes one’s whole 
view point, gives the real things their 
true value, and shows how insignificant 
and worthless are many things which 
have previously been considered impor
tant.

One feels that Theosophy is the big
gest and most vital thing in the world 
today. Its ideals are so high and so 
practical, and Theosophists really try to 
live up to their ideals. In the Theoso
phical Society one comes in contact with 
people who are working for others in a 
truly brotherly spirit—they work behind 
the scenes, so to speak—not for personal 
aggrandizement, for money or ambition, 
but simply unselfishly trying to help 
others and to make the world a happier 
place in which to live.

To a person who has been trying to 
find something practical in religion and 
who has been disappointed, Theosophy 
opens up an entirely new world. It is 
so illuminating to find that the Universe 
is governed by the laws of Karma and 
Reincarnation, laws which are just and 
rational, and which explain the meaning 
of so much in life that has seemed un
just and unreasonable. To be punished 
for a sin that one has actually committed 
is very different to being punished be
cause of the whim of an eternal Deity.

Probably one of the strongest appeals 

which Theosophy makes is that of the 
ideal of Universal Brotherhood—an ideal 
which one does not always find predom
inating in so called Christian churches. 
There is something so practical about 
Theosophy, it seems to cover everything 
in the universe, broaden one’s sympathies, 
helps one to think and open up undreamt 
of vistas of knowledge to be explored. 
It opens the door to something broader 
and larger in life and explains so much 
that previously one has had to accept on 
blind faith, never questioning its justice.

People nowadays want freedom of 
thought, they have gone beyond the stage 
of mere negative belief and they want 
to get out of the conventional rut. Here 
Theosophy fills a great need and offers 
one a sane philosophy of life showing 
how man is really “master of his fate.”

Theosophy helps one to realize the 
futility of wasting time over regrets and 
worrying over material trifles which do 
not really matter in the ultimate issues 
of life. M. H.* * *

MUST FIND REAL CAUSES
Investigation that will redirect educa

tional processes was urged on the Relig
ious Education Association at the con
vention held in Toronto in mid-March 
by Dr. Goodwin B. Watson, of Columbia 
University. He told the final session of 
the convention bluntly that much of the 
present talk and planning was futile until 
research had discovered the real causes 
of desirable and undesirable attitudes 
towards other races and creeds.

From his experience as instructor in 
educational psychology at Teachers’ Col
lege, New York, Dr. Watson said that 
character and good-will did not produce, 
but rather were effects of attitudes. 
World-mindedness was not traceable to 
inborn intelligence and only partially to 
right information. The causes of deeper 
attitudes were obscure, and attitudes, he 
said, were extremely difficult to alter, 
hence a pressing need for investigation 
before the forces of religious education 
were loosed too far in any one direction.

Reporting on the confessions of 500 col
lege students as to the experiences which 
seemed responsible for their attitudes 
towards other peoples and nationalities,
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Dr. Watson listed school experiences, 
reading material, personal encounters and 
home attitudes as vital factors in deter
mining attitudes of persons and groups.

“Bright people may be more or less 
prejudiced than dull people," said the 
speaker, disposing of the contention that 
brains make for breadth of sympathy and 
understanding.

“People who are honest are not neces
sarily considerate,” he said. “People prej
udiced about religion may not be preju
diced about the War.”

Knowledge, he admitted, did affect feel
ing, but it had to be well-balanced or an
tagonism might follow. To learn good 
about foreigners from a disliked person 
might have unanticipated effects.

CELIUM
Recent despatches claim that Prof. B. 

S. Hopkins of the University of Illinois 
made the discovery of a new element 
under the name of celium after long re
searches with specially constructed X-Ray 
machinery, which he had designed and 
manufactured for himself. Prof. McLen
nan of the University of Toronto seemed 
disinclined to think that the discovery 
would be of any great profundity in the 
scientific world. Of the 92 elements less 
than half a dozen are now unknown to 
science.

Prof. Lash Miller, head of the depart
ment of chemistry at the university here, 
and an eminent authority upon chemical 
research, outlined the method by which 
research workers attempted the discovery 
of the new elements. There are a total of 
ninety-two elements which are known to 
exist. A table has been compiled show
ing the known properties of the elements. 
In this the unknown elements show as 
blanks in a series; but owing to the 
places at which they occur, science has 
some indication of the kind of properties 
such a new element should have. Accord
ing to Prof. Miller, it is therefore mere
ly a mater of fitting a new discovery into 
one of these blanks in order to prove 
that it is a new element.

Of these new elements only a few have 
great commercial value. Helium is one 
of the best known of the more recent 
discoveries. NEON, a comparatively re

cent discovered element is now used in 
the manufacture of red lights for motor 
cars. * * *
GENERAL SECRETARY

AT WINNIPEG
Mr. Smythe left here to-night for Re

gina after a four days stay in Winnipeg. 
Arriving Wednesday morning, March 31st 
a public lecture was given the same eve
ning, the audience numbering about 120. 
The Subject was “The Gospel of Another 
Chance” and dealt with Reincarnation 
from an entirely unaccustomed angle. 
The following evening Mr. Smythe lec
tured on “St. Paul and Theosophy.” 
While the audience was not so large as 
on the previous evening, it was an ex
ceedingly interested one and the meeting 
lasted considerably over two hours. Fri
day evening, Saturday afternoon and eve
ning were occupied with Lodge talks, 
which were also attended by some 
past members of the Lodge, mem
bers of the Federation Lodge and some 
strangers. The First talk dealt with gen
eral Sectional matters; on Saturday after
noon a long and most illuminating talk 
on the “Secret Doctrine” was given, while 
the final talk was reserved for questions.

Mr. Smythe’s method of dealing with 
theosophy is unique so far as lecturers 
to Winnipeg are concerned. He empha
sizes its practical application to life, and 
what is of even greater importance, ex
pounds that philosophy in a language 
that is intelligible to all. We are deeply 
grateful for the inspiration which the 
General Secretary has given us and for the 
personal sacrifice which, we feel, has been 
necessary on his part, that this tour might 
be made possible.

Laurance H. D. Roberts, 
President, Winnipeg Lodge. 

April 3rd. 1926.

IS THERE SOME SPECIAL 
BOOK YOU WANT?

But you are not sure of 
the title, or the author, 
or even if there is such 
a book to be had. . .

Just write me—I am in a position to help you. 
W. J. HAYDON, 564 PAPE AVE., TORONTO

31

Digitized by Edm. Theos. Soc.



32 THE CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST

THE CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST
THE ORGAN OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

IN CANADA
Published on the 15th of every month.

Editor—Albert E. S. Smythe.
Entered at Toronto General Postoffice as sec

ond-class matter.
Subscription, One Dollar a Year.

OFFICERS OF THE T. S. IN CANADA.

GENERAL EXECUTIVE 
Roy Mitchell, 17 Munro Park Ave., Toronto. 
Mrs. Edith Fielding, 206 E. 27th St., N. Vancouver. 
H. R. Tallman, 71 Ellerbeck Ave., Toronto.
J. Hunt Stanford, 17 Westmoreland Ave., Toronto. 
Felix A. Belcher, 250 North Lisgar St., Toronto.
Laurance H. D. Roberts, Suite 5 Cornish Court 

19 Sherbrooke Street, Winnipeg.
Miss Helena M. Hesson, 324 W. 18th Ave., S.

Vancouver.
GENERAL SECRETARY 

Albert E. S. Smythe, 22 West Glen Grove Ave., 
Toronto 12.

OFFICIAL NOTES
Six bound volumes of The Canadian 

Theosophist are now available and may 
be had from the General Secretary’s 
Office for $2 each post free. Title and 
Index for Volume VI may be had on ap
plication with postage.

* * *
“The Secret Doctrine” in one volume, 

$8.50; “The Mahatma Letters” $6; 
H.P.B.’s Letters to A. P. Sinnett, $6; 
“Rational Mysticism” by William Kings
land, $4; “The Key to Theosophy” by 
Madam Blavatsky; are available from the 
Book Steward, 52 Isabella Street, 
Toronto. Orders for books should not 
be sent to the General Secretary.

The General Secretary left for the West 
on Monday the 29th, intending to remain 
in Winnipeg from Wednesday till Sat
urday, April 3rd. He is speaking in the 
City Hall in Regina at the Forum con
ducted by Mr. George A. Palmer on Sun
day, April 4th. He will be in Calgary 
from the 5th to the 7th. Vulcan on the 
8th and Summerland subsequently, going 
on to Vancouver, as all Banff members 
are at present out of town. He will spend 

a week in Vancouver and two or three 
days in Victoria, returning by the north
ern route to Edmonton, where several 
days will be spent. The later dates have 
not been definitely arranged at the time of 
publication.

We desire to call attention to Mr. Jin
arajadasa’s Quarterly Letter with the 
note thereto appended. We have had let
ters stating that reliable information 
not given in the magazine. All official 
documents bearing on the Theosophical 
Society have been published in the maga
zine, so far as they have been received 
by us.

The February and March numbers of 
“Theosophy,” to which Mr. B. P. Wadia 
is a distinguished contributor, have been 
of particular interest. We also wish to 
draw attention to the “Beacon,” the organ 
of the work being done by Mrs. Alice 
Bailey of New York. Excellent judg
ment has been shown in the selection of 
early articles of the literature, and the 
original contributions are both striking 
and suggestive.

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

The following nominations have been 
made for the General Executive:—
Calgary Lodge 
Edmonton Lodge

Toronto Lodge

West End Lodge,
Toronto.

Mr. E.H.L. Knechtel
Mr. R.D. Taylor
Mr. J. Hunt Stanford 
Mr. G. I. Kinman
Mr. G. C. MacIntyre 
Mr. Kartar Singh 
Mr. Felix Belcher

As the Constitution requires that the 
Executive for the Theosophical Society 
in Canada consist of seven members and 
as no nominations other than these seven 
have been received, it is hereby declared 
that the above nominees are elected and 
form the Executive for the Theosophical 
Society in Canada for the year 1926.

The present General Secretary was 
nominated by St. Thomas, Edmonton and 
Montreal Lodges. As no other nomina
tions for the office were received, he 
stands elected again for the coming year.
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QUARTERLY LETTER FROM THE 

VICE-PRESIDENT
Our great Jubilee Convention is over. 

It is, perhaps, only those who were act
ually present who can appreciate the sig
nificance of such a wonderful gathering. 
I do not know how the Convention affect
ed others, but I know that for myself it 
was the apotheosis of Theosophy. We 
have long proclaimed a Brotherhood 
“without distinction of race, creed, sex, 
caste or colour.” There were some 40 
nationalities represented, and among 
them all the spirit of Brotherhood was 
strong. The races of the East and the 
West met and talked and worked in ut
most friendliness. The prayers of each 
living Religion were repeated daily in 
our great Hall, and members of all faiths 
were present listening with reverence 
not only to their own faith, but to other 
faiths also. There was not the slightest 
distinction of sex, and all forgot that 
outer demarcation of souls into men and 
women, for all were wrapt joyously in 
the contemplation of great human pur
poses. In this land of India, with its 
many rigid divisions of caste, caste dur
ing Convention had very little meaning, 
even to the most rigid of orthodox Hindus, 
for the spirit of Brotherhood overleapt 
the barriers of caste.

When H.P.B. came forward as the mes
senger of the Great White Lodge, it was 
to offer to the modern world that philo
sophical Synthesis which has always ex
isted, and which is known as the Ancient 
Wisdom. She presented the Synthesis 
in sweeping intellectual concepts, which 
linked religion, science, philosophy and 
mysticism. But that Synthesis is never 
merely of intellectual things, but of all 
possible types of human action. During 
her life time, the Theosophical Movement 
had largely to confine itself to a wide 
intellectual propaganda to expound the 
wisdom which it was offering to the world. 
But, since her passing, her ideals of the 
great Synthesis have been developed in 
field after field of action. How many 
fields are being tilled by Theosophists to
day were seen in the activities of Conven
tion. In the field of religion, the com
pletion or the laying of the foundation 
stones of shrines of all the great faiths 
showed where Theosophists stand now 

in religion. The meetings on education 
showed how Theosophists recognize the 
need for the urgent application of Theo
sophy to that most vital of human prob
lems. A fine exhibition of International 
Arts and Crafts and meetings of the 
International League of Arts and Crafts 
showed that Theosophists to-day have 
entered into another great field of 
human endeavour. The reports of the 
T. S. Order of Service revealed in how 
many ways Theosophists are recognising 
how to “love thy neighbour as thyself.” 
Though science did not play a prominent 
part, yet, the very existence within the 
Adyar Estate of science laboratories be
longing to the National College shows 
that Theosophists resident at Adyar are 
not utterly out of touch with that wonder
ful department of life. Had there been 
more time, I would have organized an 
exhibition of models of chemical atoms 
and compounds as seen by clairvoyance.

Convention throbbed with the realiza
tion that Theosophy is not a matter of 
even the most wonderful of written gos
pels, but of a tremendous power in hu
man life to change the present world into 
something more ideal. All who were 
present at Convention went away with 
larger visions of the possibilities of 
“Theosophising” the world. It is to see 
that vision that we gathered at our Ju
bilee Convention, and that Convention 
was a memorable success because we did 
see the vision for which we came.

As time passes, religion after religion 
will appear in the world to suit the needs 
of the changing world. Each of these 
religions will be given to the world by 
the World Teacher holding office at the 
time. But Theosophy is the religion of 
all the World Teachers of the past, pres
ent and the future. As such, the work 
of the T.S. for the world is something 
that will never come to its culmination 
till all mankind is perfected. Each new 
religion, each new philosophy, each new 
revelation of the Divine in man, will lead 
us one stage nearer to understanding what 
Theosophy truly is in its vast sweep over 
things of heaven and earth.

At the meeting of the General Council, 
the Society agreed, with one Section dis
senting and three failing to vote, that 
the Society should offer to the world a
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statement of the principles which must 
underlie a World Religion. I enclose 
separately those principles, with the com
ments of the General Council about them. 
We certainly have to recognize that those 
are principles not found complete in every 
religion. But the Theosophist finds them 
in the religions of the past and the present 
as the basis of Universal Religion. But 
orthodox Christians will object to Clause 
4, which teaches the growth of the soul 
through Reincarnation, just as orthodox 
Buddhists will object to Clause 2, which 
presents the conception of a Creator. But 
the Basic Truths Religion are what the 
Theosophist sees, and to be a Theoso
phist means to be free from the limitations 
of orthodoxy. There is nothing new in 
the Basic Truths, and, as you are aware, 
they have been proclaimed from every 
platform of every Theosophical Lodge. 
The only novelty is that we have formal
ly stated the Truths as what must under
lie a Universal Religion.

I should like to make quite clear to all 
that the platform of the T.S. has not in 
any way been changed. No member of 
the Society is called upon to accept these 
principles of Universal Religion, any more 
than he is called upon to accept any teach
ing, except that of Universal Brotherhood, 
which passes as Theosophy. The Three 
objects of the Society remain exactly the 
same, and as hitherto an applicant need 
only endorse the First Object to be ad
mitted as a member. You will remember 
the decision of the General Council, at its 
session in Vienna in 1923, to formulate a 
general statement regarding freedom of 
belief in the Society. That statement, 
drawn up by the President and endorsed 
by the General Council, has been before 
all members. The freedom of belief as
sured by that declaration is still the right 
of every member, for the fact that the 
T.S. as an organization has thrown its 
weight to organise a World Religion does 
not mean that every member is forced 
to accept its Truths.

If the T.S. is to be a leader in the many 
movements now attempting to change the 
world, it cannot sit still and refuse to 
lead the forces which are slowly breaking 
down national and religious barriers. 
Indeed, it is the T.S. that can best give 
the framework of the World Civilization 

to come, and we surely serve well by up
holding more formally now than in the 
past the Basic Truths of a World Religion. 
The many nations of the world are more 
and more clamouring to dwell in one 
House of Humanity. The T.S. has the 
plan for that wonderful House, and we 
have presented one part of that plan in 
the Basic Truths. We showed another 
part of that plan by the way that our 41 
National Societies came together in a 
spirit of perfect Brotherhood, determined 
to carry on the work of Theosophy into 
another half century. Surely we can con
gratulate ourselves on the record of the 
past and look with enthusiasm into the 
future.

C. Jinarajadasa. 
February 17th, 1926.

* * *
THE QUARTERLY LETTER

Mr. Jinarajadasa occupies almost half 
his quarterly letter in defending the 
“Basic Truths” which the General Coun
cil was so inept as to adopt as an expo
sition of a Universal creed. Mr. Jinara
jadasa points out that the Christians will 
not accept Clause 4, and the Buddhists 
will not accept Clause 2. As these two 
form the vast majority of the religious 
faiths of the world, it is obvious that the 
“Basic Truths” only introduce a new 
cause of dissent among the religious 
people of our time. It was not neces
sary to bring in any such formula and 
compared with the Three Postulates of 
the Secret Doctrine, it has nothing like 
the same value as a harmonious approach 
to the understanding of each by all. The 
unnecessary is the immoral, and from that 
point of view the Basic Truths are dis
cordantly immoral. We are no longer 
invulnerable as a Society. We have a 
point of attack, and a weak one. We 
can no longer boast that we have no creed, 
and instead have to apologize for the 
inconsistency of professing not to have 
one, and then of sticking one up with the 
implication that it is better than any one 
else’s. If anything more had been need
ed to prove that there is no Master Mind 
behind the present management of the 
T.S. the “Basic Truths” would supply it. 
The “Basic Truths” will pass away like 
all other creeds and yield to the reasonable
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able experience of the ages, but we have 
the load of sacerdotalism still to fight, 
the incorrigible sacerdotal mind with its 
creed-making tendencies and its impor
tunate pigeon-holing.

There is another train of thought in 
the Vice-President’s quarterly epistle 
which the wise will note. He speaks of 
H.P.B. having offered the world “that 
philosophical Synthesis which has always 
existed, and which is known as the An
cient Wisdom.” One hardly thinks 
that Mr. Jinarajadasa meant exactly this. 
It sounds too much as though he intend
ed to mislead. “She presented the Syn
thesis in sweeping intellectual concepts, 
which linked religion, science, philosophy 
and mysticism. But that Synthesis is 
never merely of intellectual things, but of 
all possible types of human action. Dur
ing her lifetime,” he proceeds, “the The
osophical Movement had largely to con
fine itself to a wide intellectual propa
ganda to expound the wisdom which it 
was offering to the world. But, since her 
passing, her ideals of the great Synthesis 
have been developed in field after field 
of action. How many fields are being til
led by Theosophists today were seen in 
the activities of Convention.” It is at 
least satisfactory to find that in the list of 
these activities Mr. Jinarajadasa does not 
include several outstanding organizations 
usually allied in the popular imagination 
with Mrs. Besant and Mr. Leadbeater.

—A. E. S. S.

THE QUARTERLY LETTER FROM 
THE VICE PRESIDENT OF 

THE SOCIETY
That “eternal vigilance is the price of 

liberty” is once more evident after a care
ful analysis of the latter half of Mr. Jinar
ajadasa's letter. He asserts that “the 
Society agreed.....that the Society should 
offer to the world a statement of 
the principles which must underlie a 
World Religion.” This is not correct. 
The National Secretaries may have 
agreed, but where did they get authority 
to commit the Society, without its con
sent and contrary to the constitution of 
the Society, to the formal approval by the 
Society of a creed—no matter how excel
lent it may be?

Mr. Jinarajadasa states that “the only 

novelty is that we have formally stated 
the Truths as to what must underlie a 
Universal Religion.” But it is too vital 
a novelty to pass unchallenged. He tells 
us that members are still free to believe 
what they please. True, but that is not 
the point. The point is that in the past, 
in accordance with our constitution, pub
lic audiences and readers of our literature 
are constantly reminded that “no state
ment that may be made has any author
ity beyond its own appeal.” This is to 
be changed. The more formal statements 
proposed can only mean that in future 
the Theosophical Society does authorize 
speakers and writers to make certain 
statements.

Let us suppose that the statements so 
authorized are tacitly, if not explicitly ac
cepted by all—which is not the case as 
Mr. Jinarajadasa admits—what assurance 
have we—if this is allowed now, that 
later on some other statements not so 
acceptable will be foisted upon the Socie
ty by a majority of National Secretaries.

It is utterly specious to stress the 
reasonableness of the proposed “Basic 
Truths.” The real crux is not the reason
ableness but the opening of the door to 
the adoption of a creed which H.P.B. de
clares has been the ruin of all previous 
attempts to do what the T.S. was cre
ated for.

If this door is not kept firmly closed 
“the result can only be that the Society 
will drift off on to some sandbank of 
thought or another, and there remain a 
stranded carcass to moulder and die,” 
as H.P.B. prophesied.

Felix A. Belcher.* * *
“A SIMILAR EVENT

IS TO TAKE PLACE.”
Mrs. Besant, President, T.S., inter

viewed by the Associated Press of India 
regarding the rumoured proclamation of 
Mr. J. Krishnamurti as World Teacher, 
made the following statement:

Similar statements were made more 
than once in London papers as to my 
supposed intentions while I was in Lon
don ; and when I said nothing, the imagi
native authors stated that I had postponed 
the announcement. As a similar statement 
seems to be now cabled to London, I had 
better state, once for all, the bare facts
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which must lie at the root of these state
ments, which hitherto I have left un
noticed.

In 1909, I accepted from their father 
the guardianship of two young brothers, 
promising to be responsible for their edu
cation. I have occasionally stated—as 
bidden by Madam H. P. Blavatsky, who 
brought Theosophy to me in this life 
through her wonderful book, The Secret 
Doctrine—that I was a disciple of the 
same Indian Rishi whose messenger she 
was. My reason for accepting the guard
ianship of the boys was that I was told 
that the elder, J. Krishnamurti, had been 
selected to give his body as vehicle for 
the World-Teacher on His approaching 
Coming, if the lad proved to be worthy 
of the privilege, when he reached man
hood.

In 1910, he wrote down teachings re
ceived from his Teacher during the sleep 
of the body, teachings which were pub
lished in the well-known little book, At 
the Feet of the Master. On December 
28th, 1911; a remarkable overshadowing 
of the young boy took place in Benares, 
and a hallful of the members of the T.S. 
prostrated themselves before him. We 
kept the event as quiet as we could, but ru
mours got abroad, causing uncomfortable 
followings of him about the grounds of 
our house, and manifestations of respect, 
leading me to return as soon as I could 
to Madras, as I feared, quite unnecessar
ily, that they might give rise to conceit.

The brothers were educated privately 
in London, and more than fulfilled the 
hopes cherished for them.

Last summer, in Holland, I mentioned 
to a large audience (in a Camp held by 
members of an Order to which only those 
are admitted who believe in the Coming 
of a World Teacher) that J. Krishnamur
ti was the chosen vehicle, a fact already 
largely recognized among them in con
sequence of his speeches and writings. I 
suppose this was the basis of the inaccur
ate statements made subsequently in the 
London papers. I have never had any 
idea of “proclaiming him as Messiah.” 
Modern psychology recognizes some of 
the subtler and rarer aspects of conscious
ness, from the cases of the influence of 
one mind over another through higher 
cases of inspiration—such as those of 

“prophets” to complete temporary change 
of “personality.” I believe, with many 
of the early Christians, that the World 
Teacher, named by them the Christ, as
sumed, at the stage of the Gospel story 
called the Baptism, the body of a disciple, 
Jesus, to carry on His earthly work at 
that time. A similar event is to take 
place among us. Without inflicting the 
reasons for my belief on this occasion— 
I have given dozens of lectures on the 
subject—I will merely add that which 
may have given rise to this telegram.

Mr. Krishnamurti was lecturing, on 
December 28th, 1925, to a very large 
audience under the Banyan Tree (at 
Adyar). He was concluding his lecture, 
speaking of the World-Teacher, with the 
words: “He comes to lead us all to that 
perfection where there is eternal happi
ness : He comes to lead us and He comes 
to those who have not understood, who 
have suffered, who are unhappy, who are 
unenlightened. He comes to those who 
want, who desire, who long, and—

There was a slight start, and a Voice 
of penetrating sweetness rang out through 
his lips :

“I come to those who want sympa
thy, who want happiness, who are longing 
to be released, who are longing to find happi
ness in all things. I come to reform, 
and not to tear down: not to destroy, but 
to build."

The meeting shortly after broke up in 
silence. Probably some account of this 
filtered out. That the World-Teacher 
spoke through the then speaker I believe. 
Since 1909, as said above, I have known 
that he was chosen as the vehicle, and I 
expect an ever-increasing tenancy of the 
selected body by Him for whom it has 
been prepared. I believe that we are 
at the beginning of a New Age, a new 
civilization, as has occured five times 
already in the Aryan race—in Central 
Asia, Egypt, Persia, Greece and Palestine 
—as well as before in human evolution.

Annie Besant, P.T.S. 
* * *

The above message appeared in the 
daily press with a date line of Madras, 
January 12, either in whole or part. Very 
full accounts were sent out from New 
York, it is understood on the authority of 
Captain Jones, an Australian, who is look

36

Digitized by Edm. Theos. Soc.



THE CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST
ing after the press propaganda there, and 
other accounts have issued from London. 
Even London, Ontario, has its press 
agent, and a despatch appeared from that 
place, prepared, we are told, by a member 
of the Order of The Star in the East, stat
ing that Mr. Krishnamurti, in charge of 
Bishop Cooper, would start a campaign 
in Canada from there.

In “The Voice of the Silence” we read:
“The WISE ONES tarry not in plea

sure-grounds of senses.
“The WISE ONES heed not the sweet- 

tongued voices of illusion.
“Seek for him who is to give thee 

birth, in the Hall of Wisdom, the Hall 
which lies beyond, wherein all shadows 
are unknown, and where the light of 
truth shines with unfading glory.

“That which is uncreate abides in thee, 
Disciple, as it abides in that Hall. If thou 
woud’st reach it and blend the two, thou 
must divest thyself of thy dark garments 
of illusion. Stifle the voice of flesh, allow 
no image of the senses to get between its 
light and thine, that thus the twain may 
blend in one. And having learnt thine 
own Ajnyana (ignorance or non-wisdom) 
flee from the Hall of Learning. This Hall 
is dangerous in its perfidious beauty, is 
needed but for thy probation. Beware, 
Lanoo, lest dazzled by illusive radiance 
thy Soul should linger and be caught in 
its deceptive light.

“This light shines from the jewel of the 
Great Ensnarer (Mara). The senses it 
bewitches, blinds the mind, and leaves the 
unwary an abandoned wreck.”

AMONG THE LODGES

Three members of the Summerland 
Lodge, Messrs Logie and Weaver, and 
Miss Edith Turner, have resigned in 
order to join the Canadian Federation 
and form a new lodge. The Summerland 
Lodge will continue its work as usual.

The North Vancouver Lodge voted on 
the resolution to abandon The Theosoph
ical Society in Canada, and by a vote of 
eight to two, agreed to do so. When the 
Charter is sent in, they will be demitted 
to the Adyar jurisdiction.

The number of nominations this year 

for the General Executive of the Theoso
phical Society in Canada equals the num
ber of members required for the Executive 
Committee. A vote is therefore rendered 
unnecessary and he usual ballots will 
not be sent out.

FELLOWS AND FRIENDS

How good work spreads is illustrated 
by the publication of the French maga
zine “Theosophie,” on the lines of “The
osophy,” the organ of the United Lodge 
of Theosophists, Los Angeles, California. 
Following this “El Loto Blanco,” pub
lished in Barcelona, Spain, has been pub
lishing translations of articles by H.P.B., 
and also an article criticizing “The World 
Religion” under the caption “Lo Que 
olvidamos.”

* * *
Mr. Albert E. S. Smythe spoke in Over

brook, Philadelphia on the 22nd and 24th 
March on the subjects of “St. Paul and the 
Galatians” and “The Casting Out of 
Fear.” He also spoke in New York in 
the Waldorf Hotel on the 26th, 27th and 
28th, under the auspices of the John 
Murray Foundation.

* * *
The letters signed Aseka are by a well 

known New York Theosophist and we 
are privileged to have the opportunity 
of republishing them with the hope of in
teresting many who have been attracted 
by the mere technical treatment of the 
subject. The every day colloquial and 
common sense view that Aseka takes 
has been of great help already to many 
readers.

* * *
The General Secretary, when in New 

York, had the pleasure of meeting Mr. L. 
W. Rogers, president of the American 
Theosophical Society, who has charge of 
Mrs. Besant’s tour on this continent. He 
stated that Mrs. Besant’s visit to Toronto 
had been tentatively arranged for Novem
ber 5, 6 and 7. This would probably be 
made definite about or before May 1.* * *

Mrs. Garside, secretary St. Thomas 
Lodge while in Toronto attending On
tario Educational Conference paid a visit 
to headquarters at 52 Isabella St.
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“THEY LIKE SHEEP”

“We are not interested in, and do not 
intend to study either the Secret Doctrine 
or the Mahatma Letters.” This was the 
statement made recently by the president 
of a T. S. lodge in a city in Pennsylvania. 
It was addressed to one who had made 
the suggestion to organize a class for the 
study of Mahatma and Blavatsky writ
ings. This attitude seems to be very com
mon among the T. S. lodges in the Amer
ican section. The travesties that are par
aded in the name of Theosophy are pre
ferred to the rugged, honest fearless teach
ings of H. P. B. and her instructors. It 
may not be a matter of hostility so much 
as that of delusion, ignorance and a mis
understanding of the history of the move
ment, and of the status of those who 
brought this ageless philosophy to this 
continent in the last quarter of the last 
century.

There are two embodied entities who 
are chiefly responsible for this deplor
able state of things in the Theosophical 
Society. First and foremost is Charles 
Webster Leadbeater. Second, although 
more prominently known, is Annie Bes
ant. The first mentioned came into con
tact with Theosophy through the late A. 
P. Sinnett. In 1884, Mr. Leadbeater was 
investigating spiritualism. He was a clerk
in-orders of the Church of England. He 
had attended many of the seances of 
William Eglinton, a medium to whom 
reference is made by Mahatma Koot 
Hoomi, in the Mahatma letters to A. P. S. 
One of Eglinton’s so-called spirit guides 
was named “Ernest”, and it is related 
that at one of these seances, Ernest as
sured Leadbeater that he knew of the 
existence of the Masters, and intimated 
his readiness to deliver a letter to the 
Master K. H.

The 7th letter of the volume of Letters 
from the Masters of the Wisdom, pub
lished at Adyar, in 1919, is one from the 
Master K. H., addressed to Leadbeater. 
I repeat it in full:—“Last spring—March 
3rd—you wrote a letter to me, and en
trusted it to “Ernest.” Though the paper 
itself never reached me—nor was it ever 
likely to, considering the nature of the 
messenger, its contents have. I did not 
answer it at the time, but sent you a warn
ing through Upasika” (H.P.B.)

In that message of yours it was said 
that since reading Esot. Bud: and Isis 
your “one great wish had been to place 
yourself under me as a chela, that you 
might learn more of the truth.” I under
stand from Mr. S., you went on, “that it 
would be almost impossible to become a 
chela without going out to India.” You 
hoped to be able to do that in a few years, 
though for the present ties of gratitude 
bind you to remain in this country, etc. I 
now answer the above and your other 
questions.

1—It is not necessary that one should 
be in India during the seven years of 
probation. A chela can pass them any
where.

2—To accept any man as a chela does 
not depend on my personal will. It can 
only be the result of one’s personal merit, 
and exertions in that direction. Force 
any one of the “Masters” you may hap
pen to choose; do good works in his name 
and for the love of mankind; be pure 
and resolute in the path of righteous
ness (as laid out in our rules) ; be honest 
and unselfish; forget your self but to 
remember the good of other people—and 
you will have forced that “master” to ac
cept you.

So much for candidates during periods 
of the undisturbed progress of your 
Society. There is something more to be 
done, however, when Theosophy, the 
Cause of Truth is, as at the present mo
ment, on its stand for life or death before 
the tribunal of public opinion—that most 
flippantly cruel, prejudiced and unjust of 
all tribunals. There is also the collective 
karma of the caste you belong tp, to be 
considered. It is undeniable that the 
cause you have at heart is now suffering 
owing to the dark intrigues, the base con
spiracy of the Christian clergy and mis
sionaries against the society. They will 
stop before nothing to ruin the reputation 
of the Founders. Are you willing to atone 
for their sins? Then go to Adyar for a 
few months. “The ties of gratitude” will 
not be severed, nor even become weak
ened for an absence of a few months, if 
the step be explained plausibly to your 
relative. He. who would shorten the 
years of probation has to make sacrifices 
for Theosophy. Pushed by malevolent 
hands to the very edge of a precipice, the 
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Society needs every man and woman 
strong in the cause of truth. It is by doing 
in. the cause of truth. It is by doing 
noble actions, and not by determining 
that they shall be done, that the fruits 
of meritorious actions are reaped. Like 
the “true man” of Carlyle, who is not to 
be seduced by ease, “difficulty, abnega
tion, martyrdom, death are the allure
ments that act” during the hours of trial 
on the heart of a true chela.

You ask me “what rules I must observe 
during this time of probation, and how 
soon I might venture to hope that it could 
begin.” I answer: you have the making 
of your own future in your own hands, 
as shown above, and every day you may 
be weaving its woof. If I were to demand 
that you should do one thing, or the other, 
instead of simply advising, I would be 
responsible for every effect that might 
flow from the step, and you acquire but 
a secondary merit. Think, and you will 
see that this is true. So cast the lot 
yourself into the lap of Justice, never 
fearing but that its response will be abso
lutely true. Chelaship is an educational 
as well as a probationary stage and the 
chela alone can determine whether it shall 
end in adeptship or failure. Chelas, from a 
mistaken idea of our system, too often 
watch and wait for orders, wasting prec
ious time which should be taken up with 
personal effort. Our cause needs mis
sionaries, devotees, agents, even martyrs, 
perhaps. But it cannot demand of any 
man to make himself either. So now 
choose and grasp your own destiny--and 
may our Lord’s the Tathagata’s memory, 
aid you to decide for the best.”

In letter No. 9 of this same volume, 
K. H. makes the following statements: 
“sigh not for chelaship ; pursue not that, 
the dangers and hardships of which are 
unknown to you. Verily, many are the 
chelas offering themselves to us, and. as 
many have failed this year as were ac
cepted on probation. Chelaship unveils 
the inner man, and draws forth the dor
mant virtue as well as the dormant vice. 
Latent vice begets active sins and is often 
followed by insanity. Be pure, virtuous 
and lead a holy life and you will be pro
tected. But remember, he who is not as 
pure as a young child, better leave chela
ship alone. The process of self-purifica

tion is not the work of a moment nor of 
a few months, but of years, nay extend
ing over a series of lives.”

In letter No. 10 the same writer ob
serves “that selfishness and the want of 
self-sacrifice are the greatest impedi
ments on the path of adeptship.

Leadbeater had seven years of contact 
with Theosophy before the passing out of 
H.P.B. He went to India, and was of as
sistance to Olcott in the lecturing tours 
of the president of the T.S., and refer
ence is made in the recently published 
volume of H.P.B.’s letters to Sinnett, of 
the work done by Leadbeater and the 
value placed upon it at that time by Ol
cott. This is the man who advises stu
dents to read the works of Annie Besant, 
and his own, and suggests that the Secret 
Doctrine be left till the last, and consult
ed only as a work of reference.

As for Mrs. Besant, her first connection 
with the T.S. movement was in 1888, and 
is very vividly recorded in her autobiog
raphy. A woman of brilliant attainments 
and intellectual genius, the magnitude 
of the Secret Doctrine fascinated her, 
and during the short period she was as
sociated with H.P.B., (something less 
than three years), she was an apt scholar, 
and her writings during that experience 
may be regarded as being tolerably cor
rect conceptions of Theosophy. But the 
shallowness of her understanding, and of 
a certain section of the group of students 
officially connected with H.P.B., began 
soon to manifest itself. The earliest evi
dence was in her efforts, and those of her 
accomplices, to tinker with the Secret 
Doctrine, which had already been ap
proved and hall marked by the Masters 
K.H. and M. The volumes of that work 
that are at present sponsored by Mrs. 
Besant, contain thousands of minor and 
major alterations from the original 
edition. Many pedantic, many silly and 
trivial, but alas, many that are grievous 
perversions and distortions.
Hamilton. W. M. W.* * *

Perceiving the Supreme Soul in all 
beings and all beings in the Supreme Soul, 
in offering his own soul in sacrifice, he 
identifies himself with the Being who 
shines in his own splendour.”—Manu xii. 
90, 91.
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THE NEW THEOSOPHY

Who wouldn’t be a devotee of up-to-date 
Theosophy?

Which supersedes all cults and creeds and 
every known philosophy.

It’s students scan the cosmic plan, and 
sub-divide the Trinity:

And may with ease obtain degrees that 
certify divinity.

I do not speak, I haven’t the cheek 
About the scheme original— 
Divulged to us by H.P.B. which we now 

safely pigeon-hole.
We now have saints whose vision paints 

a future more fantastical;
And we can fool the golden rule and make 

it more elastical.

The “Secret Doctrine” now we mock; its 
study-self-revealing—

Made plain to us with painful fuss the 
things we’re now concealing.

It might be Truth? for us Vermouth! that 
soothes us like a zither—

The wine distilled from pages filled with 
“Man, Whence, How, and Whither.”

It dulls our brains, but entertains and 
gives us dreams entrancing

And proves without the slightest doubt 
the race is sure advancing

Since our new Star, our avatar was once 
a moon-chain chimpanzee

And arhats good, near Buddahood, are 
here as any simp can see.

Let zealots rant, intolerant, about our 
new Theology

We’ll let them see that H.P.B. missed 
points in sociology

That we don’t lie is proven by our splen
did popularity.

Clairvoyantly we always see occasion for 
hilarity.

In vestments dressed, upon our chest a 
golden cross we dangle

Poor sinners come; we haw and hum— 
untwist the ether’s tangle.

A mystic word by devas heard—a magic 
invocation!

And sinners go, now pure as snow, assured 
of consecration.

Our modern stuff is never rough—we 
make occultism simple!

To qualify you simply buy a share in our 
new temple

In Sidney Bay; and watch and pray for 
Alcy’s transformation.

From callow youth to Lord of Truth— 
Our Christ by acclamation!

So you’ll agree, a devotee of up-to-date 
Theosophy

Is far ahead of one that’s fed on H.P.B’s 
philosophy

For he may scan the cosmic plan and sub
divide the Trinity

And may with ease obtain degrees that 
certify divinity.

Vancouver D. MacKinnon

* * *
“Nature has linked all parts of her Em

pire together by subtle threads of mag
netic sympathy, and there, there is mu
tual correlation even between a star and 
a man;”

—The Mahatma Letters.

* * *
“Thou art in the tree, Thou art in its 

leaves.
Thou art space, Thou art time,
Thou art fasting, Thou art wisdom, 
Thou alone art, Thou alone art.”

—Adi Granth.

* * *
“Men do not become saints and sinners 

by merely calling themselves so.
The recording angels take with them a re

cord of man’s acts.
It is he himself soweth, and he himself 
eateth.”

—The Sikh Japji.
* * *

“The sun and moon, O Lord, are Thy 
lamps;

The firmament Thy salver;
The orbs of the stars the pearls enchased 

in it.
The perfume of the sandal is Thine in

cense,
The wind is Thy fan,
All the forests are Thy flowers, O Lord 

of Light.”
—The Sikh Sohila.

Digitized by Edm. Theos. Soc.


